PRESENTIMENTS                                         «KJl
himself secmis to have been possessed already by vague, premonitions of the coining end, which deepened and darkened around him as IK* went forward to his fate. The, story told of his saying to the upholsterer, who had in charge tho coflin made from the mast of the "Orient," that a eertificato of its identity should be engraved on the lid, because he thought it highly probable that he might want it on his return, is, indeed, but a commonplace, light-hearted remark, whie.h derives what significance it. has purely from the* event; but it is e.osy to rerogni/.ij in his writings the recurrent, though intermittent, Ktrain of unusual foreboding. Lift! then held much for him; and it in whcut richest that tho possibility of approaching loss piiHsesees tho eonsc'iousness with tho senso of probability. Upon a soul of his heroic temper, however, such presentiments, though they might Holenmi/o and consecrate the passing moments, hud no power to appall, nor to convert cheerfulness into gloom. The light* that led him never burned morn brightly, nor did he* ever follow with, morn tin faltering step,
Fixed in Ian mind to return to his command in October, ho Nonn IVlt that, in flit* uncertainties of tho French tnovoimmbt, ii fall might oowo at any moment,.    Although ho nowh«»ro ttfif hw fiiintt          liouhtlt'tt* mudo up that,  if  Villonouvo'H
iwonty-nitm nail went* to, or near, tho Moditerranean, ho went hi gti cult at oneo* f* Every whip,*1 ho write** on tho »Ust. of AttguMt, **t»%ft»it the Victory, in ordered out, for thoro in an i*niiro igiifminet* whether the t«Vrrol Ht»t«t is coming to tho north wurdt gtmo to tho Mediterranean, or cmi/ing for our valiinb!*1 homeward-lxmnd fleet." " Mr. Pitt," ho tells a friend as *»arly m the IflUln ** in i»t<*a:u*d to think that my m*rvic*e» may IH», wanted. I hope Caldfr'n victory (which I am tntwt unxiiKtHly <*x|H»cting) will render my j;«»in# forth unnf-«»os«ary." ** I hold niynelf ready," it*1 write:* a^uiii on tho 'M of Hi»f»tt»itt-ln»rf 4» In ff«» fiirlii wlif»iii'ver 1 am desired, stlUtotttfh CfinI knowH I want rext ; hut self i* entirely out of tin* «|tt«»tioii»f! *
II wa» not, thoroforo, to a mitwi or will itiiprepurett that tho
liitiiiiiittiiii          tut tliti *2it of H«*|itomlw»r— • juwt a fort-
In* lufl tin* " Viiiitir}f,p  Thsifc morning Ut«»ro arrived
in                        Iil«-u*kwoiHt of Urn frigmin ** K«ryalu«," which
* Krl^iri ft*             llwtLilwr^                                      Hiftettttmr 3»
f«L vil. jt|i, 1% lit ttd,